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RPC 3.1
MERITORIOUS CLAIMS AND CONTENTIONS

A lawyer shall not bring or defend a proceeding, or assert or
controvert an issue therein, unless there is a basis in law and fact
for doing so that is not frivolous, which includes a good faith
argument for an extension, modification or reversal of existing law.
A lawyer for the defendant in a criminal proceeding, or the
respondent in a proceeding that could result in incarceration, may
nevertheless so defend the proceeding as to require that every
element of the case be established.

[Originally effective September 1, 1985; amended effective September 1,
20006.]




RPC 3.3
CANDOR TOWARD THE TRIBUNAL

(a) Alawyer shall not knowingly:

(1) make a false statement of fact or law to a tribunal or fail to correct a
false statement of material

fact or law previously made to the tribunal by the lawyer;

(2) fail to disclose a material fact to a tribunal when disclosure is
necessary to avoid ass!stln% a criminal or fraudulent act by the client unless
such disclosure is prohibited by Rule 1.6;

~ (3) fail to disclose to the tribunal legal authority in the controlling
jurisdiction known to the lawyer to be directly adverse to the position of the
client and not disclosed by the opposing party; or

(4)offer evidence that the lawyer knows to be false.

(b) The duties stated in paragraph (a) continue to the conclusion of the
proceeding.




RPC 3.3 (CONTINUED)
CANDOR TOWARD THE TRIBUNAL

(c) If the lawyer has offered material evidence and comes to know of its falsity,
the lawyer shall promé)tly disclose this fact to the tribunal unless such disclosure’is
prohibited by Rule 1.6.

(d) If the lawyer has offered material evidence and comes to know of its falsity,
and disclosure of this fact is prohibited b¥ Rule 1.6, the lawyer shall ﬁrom_ptly make
reasonable efforts to convince the client to consent to disclosure. If the client refuses
to consent to disclosure, the lawyer may seek to withdraw from the representation in
accordance with Rule 1.16.

f I(e) A lawyer may refuse to offer evidence that the lawyer reasonably believes is
alse.

(f) In an ex parte proceeding, a lawyer shall inform the tribunal of all material facts
known to the lawyer that will enable the tribunal to make an informed decision,
whether or not the facts are adverse.

g%qi%inally effective September 1, 1985; amended effective September 1, 2006; April 14,




RPC 3.4
FAIRNESS TO OPPOSING PARTY

(a) unlawfully obstruct another party's access to evidence or unlawfully alter,
destroy or conceal a document or other material having potential evidentiary value. A
lawyer shall not counsel or assist another person to do any such act;

~ (b) falsify evidence, counsel or assist a withess to testify falsely, or offer an
iInducement to a witness that is prohibited by law;

(c) knowingly disobey an obligation under the rules of a tribunal except for an
open refusal based on an assertion that no valid obligation exists;

(d) in pretrial procedure, make a frivolous discovery request or fail to make
reasonably diligent effort to comply with a legally proper discovery request by an
opposing party; or

(e) in trial, allude to any matter that the lawyer does not reasonably believe is
relevant or that will not be supported by admissible evidence, assert personal
knowledge of facts in issue except when testifying as a withess, or state personal
opinion as to the justness of a cause, the credlbllldy of a witness, the culpability of a
civil litigant or the guilt or innocence of an accused.




RPC 3.5: IMPARTIALITY AND DECORUM OF THE TRIBUNAL

A lawyer shall not:

(a) seek to influence a judge, juror, prospective juror or other official by
means prohibited by law;

fb) communicate ex parte with such a person during the proceeding
unless authorized to do so by law or court order;

. (c) communicate with a juror or prospective juror after discharge of the jury
if:

(1) the communication is prohibited by law or court order;

(2) the juror has made known to the lawyer a desire not to
communicate; or

(3) the communication involves misrepresentation, coercion, duress
or harassment; or

(d) engage in conduct intended to disrupt a tribunal.




RPC 4.1: TRUTHFULNESS IN STATEMENTS TO OTHERS

In the course of representing a client a lawyer shall not knowingly:

(a) make a false statement of material fact or law to a third
person; or
(b) fail to disclose a material fact to a third person when

disclosure is necessary to avoid assisting a criminal or fraudulent
act by a client, unless disclosure is prohibited by Rule 1.6.

[Adopted effective September 1, 1985.]




RPC 8.4
MISCONDUCT

It is professional misconduct for a lawyer to:

(a) violate or attempt to violate the Rules of Professional Conduct,
knowingly assist or induce another to do so, or do so through the acts

of another:

(b) commit a criminal act that reflects adversely on the lawyer's
honesty, trustworthiness or fithess as a lawyer in other respecits;

(c) engage in conduct involving dishonesty, fraud, deceit or
misrepresentation,;

. &d) engage in conduct that is prejudicial to the administration of
justice;

(e) state or imply an ability to influence improperl¥ a glovernment
agenc or official or to achieve results by means that violate the Rules
of Professional Conduct or other law;




RPC 8.4 (CONTINUED)

MISCONDUCT
(f) knowingly

(1) assist a judge or judicial officer in conduct that is a violation of
applicable rules of judicial conduct or other law, or

(2) assist or induce an LLLT in conduct that is a violation of the applicable
rules of professional conduct or other law;

(g) commit a discr.iminator?/ act prohibited by state law on the basis of sex,
race, a%e, creed, religion, color, national origin, disability, sexual orientation,
honorably discharged veteran or military status, or marital status, where the
act of discrimination is committed in connection with the Iawyer's. professional
activities. In addition, it is professional misconduct to commit a discriminatory
act on the basis of sexual orientation if such an act would violate this rule
when committed on the basis of sex, race, age, creed, religion, color, national
origin, disability, honorabI%/ discharged veteran or military status, or marital
status. This Rule shall not limit the ability of a lawyer to accept, decline, or

withdraw from the representation of a client in accordance with Rule 1.16;




RPC 8.4 (CONTINUED)
MISCONDUCT

(h) in representing a client, engage in conduct that is_l_prejudicial to the
administration of justice toward judges, lawyers, or LLLTs, other parties, witnesses,
jurors, or court personnel or officers, that a reasonable person would interpret as
manifesting prejudice or bias on the basis of sex, race, age, creed, religion, color,
national origin, disability, sexual orientation, honorably discharged veteran or military
status, or marital status. This Rule does not restrict a lawyer from representing a
client by advancing material factual or legal issues or arguments.

(i) commit any act involving moral turpitude, or corruption, or any unjustified act of
assault or other act which reflects disregard for the rule of law, whether the same be
committed in the course of his or her conduct as a lawyer, or otherwise, and whether
the same constitutes a felony or misdemeanor or not; and if the act constitutes a
felony or misdemeanor, conviction thereof in a criminal proceeding shall not be a
condition precedent to disciplinary action, nor shall acquittal or dismissal thereof
preclude the commencement of a disciplinary proceeding;




RPC 8.4 (CONTINUED)
MISCONDUCT

(j) willfully disobey or violate a court order directing him or her to do
or cease doing an act which he or she ought in good faith to do or
forbear,;

(k) violate his or her oath as an attorney;

(I) violate a duty or sanction imposed by or under the Rules for
Enforcement of Lawyer Conduct in connection with a disciplinary
matter; including, but not limited to, the duties catalogued at ELC 1.5;

(m) violate the Code of Judicial Conduct; or

(n) engage in conduct demonstrating unfitness to practice law.

[Originally effective September 1, 1985; amended effective September 17, 1993; October 31,
2000; October 1, 2002; September 1, 2006; April 14, 2015; September 1, 2018.]




MORE RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT TO CONSIDER

RPC 3.2 Expediting Litigation
RPC 3.6 Trial Publicity

RPC 3.7 Lawyer as Witness

RPC 4.4 Respect For Rights of Third Persons




ADVISORY OPINION REVIEW

DISCIPLINE CASE REVIEW

« See wsba.org for Advisory Opinions

 Ethics Line: 206-727-8284




QUESTIONS & COMMENTS?
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