TITLE 11 COURT VISITOR TRAINING (DAY 2)
BEST PRACTICES WHEN INVESTIGATING
ADDENDA/LAST THOUGHTS

□
Be sure to include language in your Order Appointing Court Visitor to allow you to 

receive certified copies at no change, per GALR 4(g). You will need one for your 

Respondent’s financial institution and one for the VA if s/he is a veteran and you suspect 

care has been provided through VA Medical Center.

□
Check Odyssey and PACER records for your Respondent and proposed lay guardians. 

See Quick Reference document posted for this CLE.

□
When interviewing lay guardian candidates, focus on the change in duties from loved one 

to fiduciary. This is not just parenting with more paperwork situation. The decision-
making process changes upon appointment and there are limitations on what guardians 
may do.

□
RCW 7.70.065 Who may provide informed medical consent for a patient who does not have capacity. May provide interim relief to the Respondent pending hearing IF the nominee is aware of the patient’s needs and appropriate.

□
Use of interpreters: competent, independent and without a conflict of interest.

□
Avoiding bias:  Respondent’s needs and interests should be paramount. Red flags: lay guardians who have a vested or financial interest in control over the Respondent’s person or assets, late response to CV or hospitals, negligent care where there is a duty of care, “those people need to be in institutions.”

□
Addendum to Quick Reference list:


VA Medical Records, 4815 N. Assembly Street, Spokane, WA  99205





T: 509.434.7520





F: 509.434.7141


You will need to send a certified copy of your Order Appointing Court Visitor. 
